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EXAMINER'S COMMENT 

The use of "means plus function" language within the claims gives rise to analysis under 35 USC 
112 sixth paragraph. Following the guidelines in MPEP 2181 set forth under In re Donaldson 
Co. 16 F.3d 1 189, 29 USPQ 2d 1845(Fed. Cir. 1994) "means plus function" language is 
interpreted as covering the corresponding structure described within the specification or 
equivalents thereof. 

In claim 10 "means for extracting water from the water volume" is considered to cover 
one or more pumps 39. 

In claim 10 "means for extracting steam from the steam volume" is considered to cover 
one or more water jet injectors 40. 

In claim 10 "means for admixing said water with said steam to form a two-phase 
mixture" is considered to cover one or more water jet injectors 40. 

In claim 10 "means for feeding the resulting two-phase mixture into the water volume" is 
considered to cover one or more two fluid nozzles 41 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas J. Theisen whose telephone number is 571-272-1 168. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 6:30 until 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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